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Casa para Bidloga e Enxefieiro House for a Biologist and Engineer



Esta casa e froito dunha unién case imposible, coma un deses
amores de veran. Un encontro casual nunha noite de calima. Non
€ que fose un fillo non desexado, sendn simplemente froito
dunha wunién insospeitada de esas que dan sempre unha
inmellordbel lembranza pero tamén das que deixan o cu marcado
por areas de praia. De no ter sido asi, a todos 1les pareceria
inviable a dificultade do encontro entre un escaso orzamento
e as necesidades dunha familia que con tres nenos atopabase
coma "toro en cacharreira" nun apartamento de Santiago e pedia
a berros: espacio, mais espacio.

Espacio por tanto como pura necesidade vital, non para grandes
celebraciéns nin tampouco con pretensions de moito
significado, sen6n simplemente para poder correr e xogar. Asi
a laboura principal foi a de alongala casa no posible para que
0s nenos tiveran Tugar onde correr e ao tempo abrila ac
exterior, para que cando a casa acabase, os nenos puideran
seguir correndo finca arriba, finca abaixo.

Diante desa necesidade imperiosa e pola limitacién econémica
procurei habilitar calquera lugar posible coma sitio para
xogar. Por 1iso o elemento mais importante da casa é o
corredor. O corredor non tanto coma lugar de circulacién sendn
coma ese espacio ambiguo onde todo pode acontecer, dende a
guerra diaria de almofadas, ate o torneo anual de canicas. A
casa enteira se organiza en torno ao corredor e as demais
dependencias simplemente o serven coas maquinas e os Gtiles
que mais o molestan: 0s cuartos, cos leitos onde os habitantes
do corredor descansan de cando en vez; a salifa, coa
television e os sofas para os intermedios entre pelexa e
pelexa e a cocifia con todo tipo de maquinas para preparalo
alimento dos infatigabeis habitantes.

0 corredor procura por tanto primeiro distancia para poder
correr, pero ademais esquinas e voltas onde poder agocharse
dos omnipresentes e queridisimos irmans. Nunha desas voltas,
o corredor sae ao exterior e transformase nun patio onde
continuar cos xogos cando apenas se descubra algo de sol.
Nunha outra volta aparece a cocifia, que a modo de ponte de
mando vixia os xogos dos nenos dende a cancela de entrada ate
a ultima drbore do xardin. A cocifa, non tanto coma un Tugar
propio sendén tan so coma un ensanchamento do corredor ao que
11e ofrece o seu espacio pero tamén a mesa para aqueles xogos
gue necesiten asento. Todo queda dado en funcién desa
necesidade vital de espacic para poder crecer xogando.

E dificil entender unha casa sen unha familia e esta casa
tenta sobre todo ser o fogar da familia vieira, un Tugar onde
tres irmans poidan crecer ao abrigo do norte e xogar ate
‘acabar con tédalas almofadas da casa, esperando que chegue o
veran para poder sair ao patio e correr mais todavia.

Houbo un tempo no que facer Argquitectura era isto, tentar
facelos mellores fogares posibles, hoxe quizais xa non é asi,
as arquitecturas coma os fogares da xente son cada vez mais
virtuais e efémeros. .

Quede cando menos a lembranza de aquelas noites de verdn e a
satisfaccién de ver a uns nenos correr nunha casa. Porque
houbo un tempo no que non habia nin cremas ultravioleta nin
videoxogos, tan so suor e graxa, autentico frenesi deshocado
que sempre fai esquencelas areas da praia.

carlos Seoane

This House is the fruit of an almost impossible union, like a
summer love affair. A chance meeting on a hazy night. It is
not an unwanted child, but simply the fruit of an unsuspected
coupling like one which leaves a superlative memory but also
one's buttocks covered with sand from the beach. If it had not
turned out this way, all involved would have found the
binomial "low budget - family with three children” unfeasible.
The family were 1ike the proverbial "bull in a china shop"

living in an apartment in Santiago and crying out for space,
more space.

Therefore space was a pure vital necessity, not for great
celebrations or laden with pretensions, but simply to be able
to run around and play. Thus the main task was stretching the
house as much as possible so that the children would have room
to run around and at the same time open it up to the outside
so that when the house ended the children would be able to
continue running up and down in the garden.

Due to this expediency and the budget Timitation, great
efforts were made to make as much playing space as possible.
The corridor became the most important element of the house.
It is not just a circulation space but an ambiguous zone where
anything can happen, from the daily pillow fight to the annual
marbles championship. The whole house is organized around the
corridor and the remaining rooms simply serve it containing
"inconvenient" machines and utensils: the bedrooms, where-the
corridor dwellers rest every now and then; the living room,
with the television and the sofas for the intérludes between
battles and the kitchen with all sorts of appliances to make
food for the tireless residents.

The corridor primarily provides length 1in which to run, but
also corners and turns where one can hide from one's
omnipresent beloved brothers. After such a turn the corridor
goes outside and becomes a courtyard to allow for the
continuation of games in the sun. After another turn the
kitchen appears, which as a kind of command post, permits the
surveillance of the children's games from the gate to last
tree in the garden. The kitchen is no self-contained space but
the mere widening of the corridor to which it cedes its space
and its table for games that require It. Everything is
subordinated to the vital necessity for space in order to be
able to grow up playing.

It is difficult to understand a house without a family and
this house attempts to be the home of the viera family. A place
where three brothers can grow, sheltered from the north wind
and play until they finish with all the pillows in the house,
waiting for the summer to arrive so that they can run around
even more in the yard.

There was a time when creating architecture was just that,
striving to make the best possible home. Today however, the
architecture of the home is more and more superficial and
ephemeral.

At least the memory of those summer nights remains and the
satisfaction of seeing the boys running around in the house.
There was a time when there was no sun block nor video games,
just sweat and grease, real runaway frenzy which allows one
to forget the sand from the beach.

Carlos Seoane



Localizacién

A Curuxeira, ¢
Proxecto Proj

: Seopane
Colaborador
Antonio Ramo

Data proxecto

outubro 1 )

Fin de oObra

Marzo 1998

Custe da obra Building cost:
116.000 Euros
superficie Built area:
Construida Built: 12

oficio propietarios Profession of clients:

Bidloga e Enxene ] nd
Constructor Main 4
Boqueixon S.L.

Lamas, Sergude, Bogueixdn.
Electricidade Electrical installation:
Electricidad Lago

RUa Sta. Uxi > Ribeira 12
Santiago de Compostela. 981
Fontaneria e Climatizacién
Plumbing and Air condition &
Rogelio Lista Pirez, RGa MNoia 5.
Santiago de Compostela.

Corte

Corte

Planta baixa

01l. cCocifia

02. salén
03. Comedor
04. Cuarto

05. Lavandaria

06.
07.
08.
09.

Garaxe
Bafo
Aseo
Despensa
vestibulo
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